Comment
The title compound, (I) (Fig. 1) , is a lactam which was obtained on the attempted recrystallization of H 2 N(Ph)C N-OCH 2 COOH from hot water.
The bond distances within the heterocyclic ring of (I) ( Table 1) show very strong bond ®xation in the CÐN bonds. Thus, N2ÐC3 is very much shorter than C3ÐN4, which is rather long for its type (Allen et al., 1987) . These values effectively preclude any electron delocalization in the N2Ð C3ÐN4 fragment. The ring puckering parameters (Cremer & Pople, 1975 ) of = 66.5 (2) and 9 = 335.9 (2) for the atom sequence O1ÐN2ÐC3ÐN4ÐC5ÐC6 indicate a screw-boat conformation for the heterocyclic ring (Evans & Boeyens, 1989) . The torsion angles within this ring (Table 1) indicate the near-planarity of the O1ÐN2ÐC3ÐN4 fragment containing the N2 C3 double bond, and of the cis-amidic fragment C3Ð N4ÐC5ÐC6.
The molecules of (I) are linked into a sheet of some complexity via a combination of NÐHÁ Á ÁO, CÐHÁ Á ÁO and CÐHÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds ( Table 2 ). The formation of the sheet can most readily be analysed and described in terms of two one-dimensional substructures.
Atom N4 in the molecule at (x, y, z) acts as hydrogen-bond donor to carbonyl atom O5 in the molecule at ( 1 2 À x, À 1 2 À y, 1 À z), so generating a centrosymmetric R 2 2 (8) (Bernstein et al., 1995) dimer centred at ( 1 4 , À 1 4 , 1 2 ) (Fig. 2) . The formation of this dimer is reinforced by the CÐHÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond which links the same two molecules in an R 2 2 (14) motif, in which the R 2 2 (8) ring is embedded, so producing two additional rings, of R 1 2 (7) type (Fig. 2) . These dimers are linked into [130] chains by one of the CÐ HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds. Aryl atom C36 in the molecule at (x, y, z) acts as donor to ring atom N2 in the molecule at (1 À x, 1 À y, 1 À z), so generating a centrosymmetric R 2 2 (10) motif, 
Figure 2
A stereoview of part of the crystal structure of (I), showing the formation of a [130] chain of edge-fused rings. For the sake of clarity, H atoms not involved in the motifs shown have been omitted.
Figure 1
The molecule of (I), showing the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level and H atoms are shown as small spheres of arbitrary radii. centred at ( 1 2 , 1 2 , 1 2 ), and linking pairs of the R 2 2 (8) dimers into a chain of centrosymmetric rings running parallel to the [130] direction ( Fig. 2) .
A second chain motif is generated by the combined action of the two CÐHÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds, which unexpectedly have the same acceptor, viz. ring atom N2. Ring atom C6 in the molecule at (x, y, z) acts as hydrogen-bond donor, via the axial atom H6A, to atom N2 in the molecule at (1 À x, Ày, 1 À z), so generating a centrosymmetric R 2 2 (8) ring centred at ( 1 2 , 0, 1 2 ). This motif, in combination with the R 2 2 (10) motif, also generated by paired CÐHÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds, produces a chain of spiro-fused rings running parallel to the [010] direction (Fig. 3) . The combination of the [130] and [010] chains generates an (001) sheet, but there are no direction-speci®c interactions between adjacent sheets.
Experimental
The title compound was obtained on the attempted recrystallization of H 2 N(Ph)C NOCH 2 COOH (Forrester et al., 1979) from hot water. 
Crystal data

Data collection
Nonius KappaCCD area-detector diffractometer 9 and 3 scans Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 2003) T min = 0.954, T max = 0.997 10 146 measured re¯ections 1903 independent re¯ections 1200 re¯ections with I > 2'(I)
The systematic absences permitted Cc and C2/c as possible space groups; C2/c was selected and con®rmed by the subsequent structure analysis. All H atoms were located from difference maps and then treated as riding, with CÐH distances of 0.95 (aromatic) or 0.99 A Ê (CH 2 ) and an NÐH distance of 0.85 A Ê , and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C,N).
Data collection: COLLECT (Hooft, 1999) ; cell re®nement: DENZO (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) The X-ray data were collected at the EPSRC X-ray Crystallographic Service, University of Southampton, England; the authors thank the staff for all their help and advice. JNL thanks NCR Self-Service, Dundee, for grants which have provided computing facilities for this work. JLW thanks CNPq and FAPERJ for ®nancial support. Part of the crystal structure of (I), showing the formation of an [010] chain of spiro-fused rings. For the sake of clarity, H atoms not involved in the motifs shown have been omitted. Atoms marked with an asterisk (*), hash (#), dollar sign ($) or ampersand (&) are at the symmetry positions (1 À x, 1 À y, 1 À z), (1 À x, Ày, 1 À z) (x, 1 + y, z) and (x, y À 1, z), respectively. Symmetry codes: (i) 1 2 À xY À 1 2 À yY 1 À z; (ii) 1 À xY ÀyY 1 À z; (iii) 1 À xY 1 À yY 1 À z. (Spek, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 and PRPKAPPA (Ferguson, 1999) .
PLATON
3-Phenyl-4H,6H-1,2,4-oxadiazolin-5-one
Crystal data 0.0265 (9) 0.0240 (9) 0.0215 (9) −0.0030 (7) 0.0016 (7) −0.0024 (7) N4 0.0175 (8) 0.0256 (9) 0.0237 (9) −0.0035 (6) 0.0033 (7) −0.0030 (7) C3 0.0176 (9) 0.0181 (9) 0.0244 (10) −0.0002 (7) −0.0012 (8) 0.0026 (8) 0.0201 (9) 0.0200 (10) 0.0219 (10) 0.0016 (7) −0.0011 (8) 0.0011 (8) C32 0.0228 (10) 0.0247 (10) 0.0284 (11) −0.0041 (8) −0.0011 (8) −0.0024 (9) C33 0.0270 (10) 0.0318 (11) 0.0254 (11) −0.0022 (8) 0.0036 (9) −0.0011 (9) C34 0.0310 (11) 0.0269 (11) 0.0271 (11) 0.0025 (9) −0.0031 (9) −0.0062 (9) C35 0.0277 (11) 0.0239 (10) 0.0298 (11) −0.0047 (8) −0.0051 (9) −0.0043 (9) C36 0.0232 (9) 0.0225 (10) 0.0282 (11) −0.0019 (8) 0.0008 ( Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1/2, −y−1/2, −z+1; (ii) −x+1, −y, −z+1; (iii) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1.
